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This study examines law enforcement of assault crimes in Boalemo
Regency from the perspective of legal certainty. The issue is important
because police crime data from 2022 to 2024 show that assault remains
a prominent local crime requiring consistent legal handling and
community protection. This research uses empirical legal research with
statutory and conceptual approaches. Data were obtained from police
crime records, interviews with law enforcement officers and
perpetrators, and relevant criminal law literature. The findings show
that law enforcement must be assessed through the application of the
Criminal Code, classification of assault, investigation procedures, article
determination, victim protection, and limits of police discretion. Legal
certainty is reflected in consistent reporting, evidence collection, case
handling, and submission procedures. The study concludes that assault
law enforcement in Boalemo requires accurate application of the
applicable Criminal Code and stronger preventive legal education.

Abstrak
Penelitian ini mengkaji penegakan hukum tindak pidana
penganiayaan di Kabupaten Boalemo dari perspektif kepastian
hukum. Kajian ini penting karena data kriminalitas Polres Boalemo
tahun 2022–2024 menunjukkan bahwa penganiayaan masih menjadi
tindak pidana menonjol yang membutuhkan penanganan hukum
konsisten dan perlindungan masyarakat. Penelitian ini menggunakan
metode penelitian hukum empiris dengan pendekatan perundang-
undangan dan konseptual. Data diperoleh dari data kriminalitas
kepolisian, wawancara dengan aparat penegak hukum dan pelaku,
serta literatur hukum pidana yang relevan. Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa penegakan hukum perlu dilihat melalui
penerapan KUHP, klasifikasi penganiayaan, prosedur penyidikan,
penetapan pasal, perlindungan korban, dan batas diskresi kepolisian.
Kepastian hukum tercermin dalam konsistensi pelaporan,
pengumpulan bukti, penanganan perkara, dan pelimpahan berkas.
Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa penegakan hukum penganiayaan
di Boalemo memerlukan ketepatan penerapan KUHP yang berlaku
dan penguatan edukasi hukum preventif.
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A. INTRODUCTION

1. Background

The criminal offense of assault is one of the forms of crimes against the person that

continues to occur frequently in society. Such conduct not only causes injury or physical

pain to the victim but may also undermine public security, social order, and public

confidence in the state’s ability to provide legal protection. Under Indonesian criminal

law, assault is generally understood as an act intentionally committed to cause pain,

injury, or physical suffering to another person.1 Therefore, law enforcement concerning

the criminal offense of assault cannot be assessed solely on the basis of the occurrence of

an act of violence but must also be analyzed through the elements of the offense, the

consequences arising from the act, the perpetrator’s criminal liability, and the

appropriateness of the relevant provisions applied under the Indonesian Criminal Code.

In the context of Boalemo Regency, the criminal offense of assault has become a

significant issue because it demonstrates a relatively prominent trend compared with

several other criminal offenses. Based on data from the Boalemo Resort Police, 57 assault

cases were recorded in 2022, 56 cases in 2023, and the number increased to 94 cases in

2024. These data indicate that assault is not merely an individual criminal incident but

also a legal issue that requires serious attention in the process of case handling. The

increase in the number of cases in 2024 highlights the need to evaluate how law

enforcement officers apply the provisions of the Indonesian Criminal Code, determine

the classification of assault offenses, conduct investigations, and ensure that every stage

of case handling is carried out consistently and can be properly accounted for.

Law enforcement concerning assault at the police level occupies an important

position because the initial stages of criminal proceedings significantly determine the

subsequent course of case handling. The stages involving the filing of reports, the

examination of victims and witnesses, requests for a visum et repertum, the

determination of the applicable criminal provisions, the designation of suspect status,

and the transfer of case files to the public prosecutor must be carried out on the basis of

clear legal norms. In this regard, legal certainty constitutes a fundamental principle to

ensure that victims receive protection, perpetrators are prosecuted in accordance with

their conduct, and the public is assured that the law is not applied arbitrarily. Legal
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certainty also requires consistency among the established legal facts, evidence, statutory

elements, and police discretion in handling assault cases.

Another issue that requires attention is the use of an appropriate legal basis. The

case data examined in this study cover the period from 2022 to 2024; therefore, the

analysis of the application of criminal provisions concerning assault must be based on the

Indonesian Criminal Code in force during that period. Law Number 1 of 2023 concerning

the Criminal Code remains relevant for discussion; however, it should be positioned as a

normative point of comparison for examining the direction of national criminal law

reform rather than as the legal basis directly applicable to cases occurring before the new

Criminal Code became effective.2 This distinction is important to prevent temporal errors

in legal analysis and to ensure consistency with the principle of legality in criminal law.

A number of previous studies have examined the criminal offense of assault from

various perspectives. Some studies have focused on the perpetrator’s criminal liability,

evidentiary elements, and the legal consequences arising from acts of assault.3 Other

studies have examined assault from a criminological perspective by emphasizing

intoxication, emotional factors, education, economic conditions, and the social

environment as causes of violence.4 In addition, several studies have discussed the

resolution of assault cases through restorative justice at the police level.5 However, these

studies have not specifically connected local data on assault offenses in Boalemo Regency

with issues concerning the application of the Indonesian Criminal Code and the

realization of legal certainty in police practices for handling such cases.

Based on these considerations, the novelty of this study lies in its analysis of law

enforcement concerning assault offenses in Boalemo Regency by utilizing police data and

field interviews as the basis for assessing the consistency of the application of the

Indonesian Criminal Code and the realization of legal certainty. This study views assault
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not only as a criminal phenomenon but also as an issue involving the application of

criminal law norms in law enforcement practice. Accordingly, this study seeks to explain

how the provisions of the Indonesian Criminal Code are applied to assault offenses in

Boalemo Regency and how legal certainty is realized through the case-handling process

conducted by the Boalemo Resort Police.

2. Problem Formulation

Based on the foregoing background, this study formulates two primary research

questions. First, how are the provisions of the Indonesian Criminal Code applied to the

criminal offense of assault in Boalemo Regency? Second, how is legal certainty realized in

the enforcement of laws concerning the criminal offense of assault by the Boalemo Resort

Police?

3. Research Methodology

This study employs an empirical legal research method using statutory and

conceptual approaches. The statutory approach is used to examine the provisions of the

Indonesian Criminal Code governing the criminal offense of assault, particularly in

relation to the elements of the act, the resulting consequences, criminal liability, and the

legal basis for determining the applicable criminal provisions. The conceptual approach

is used to analyze the concepts of legal certainty, criminal law enforcement, police

authority, and victim protection in the process of handling assault cases.

The data used in this study consist of primary and secondary data. Primary data

were obtained from crime statistics of the Boalemo Resort Police for the 2022–2024

period, as well as interviews with police officers and perpetrators of assault offenses.

Interviews with police officers were conducted to obtain information regarding the

reporting process, investigation procedures, determination of the applicable criminal

provisions, obstacles encountered in handling cases, and efforts to prevent assault

offenses. Interviews with perpetrators were used on a limited basis to understand the

circumstances surrounding the commission of the offense, such as emotional factors, the

influence of alcohol, or conflicts underlying the acts of assault.

Secondary data were obtained through a literature review of the Indonesian

Criminal Code, Law Number 1 of 2023 concerning the Criminal Code, criminal procedural

law provisions, criminal law literature, theories of legal certainty, scholarly journal

articles, and legal doctrines relevant to the enforcement of laws concerning assault

offenses. Because the cases analyzed in this study occurred during the 2022–2024 period,
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the Indonesian Criminal Code in force during that period is used as the primary legal

basis, whereas Law Number 1 of 2023 concerning the Criminal Code is used as a

normative point of comparison to examine the direction of national criminal law reform.

Data were collected through document review, literature review, and focused

interviews. Document review was used to examine data concerning assault offenses and

other criminal offenseswithin the jurisdiction of the BoalemoResort Police. The literature

review was used to identify relevant legal norms, theories, and doctrines. Focused

interviews were conducted with informants who were directly connected to the research

issues, particularly police officers responsible for handling general criminal cases and

perpetrators of assault offenses. The identities of the perpetrators were anonymized to

uphold research ethics and prevent the unnecessary disclosure of personal information

in the academic analysis.

The data were analyzed qualitatively by integrating empirical data, criminal law

provisions, and the concept of legal certainty. The analysiswas conducted through several

stages, namely identifying patterns in assault crime data, examining the conformity

between the application of criminal provisions and the elements of the offense, assessing

police procedures in handling cases, and analyzing how legal certainty is realized through

consistency in reporting, investigation, evidence collection, determination of the

applicable criminal provisions, victim protection, and the transfer of case files to the

public prosecutor.

B. DISCUSSION

1. Application of the Indonesian Criminal Code Provisions to Assault Offenses in

Boalemo Regency

Law enforcement concerning assault offenses in Boalemo Regency must first be

situated within the framework of the applicable criminal law. Assault constitutes an

offense against the personwhose essential elements involve an intentional act that causes

pain, injury, or physical suffering to another person.6 In case-handling practice, the

application of the Indonesian Criminal Code cannot be based solely on the general

occurrence of an act of violence but must also be connected to the elements of the act, the

resulting consequences, the available evidence, and the conformity between the

established legal facts and the criminal provisions alleged against the perpetrator.
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Under the Indonesian Criminal Code applicable during the period covered by the

research data, assault offenses generally referred to Article 351 of the Indonesian

Criminal Code and other provisions governing specific forms of assault.7 Article 351

serves as an important legal basis for determining whether an act may be classified as

ordinary assault, assault resulting in serious bodily injury, or assault resulting in death.

Therefore, investigators must carefully assess the nature of the perpetrator’s conduct,

the victim’s condition, the means or methods employed, the resulting medical

consequences, and the causal relationship between the perpetrator’s actions and the

injuries sustained by the victim. Determining the appropriate classification is important

because it affects the applicable criminal provisions, the prescribed criminal penalties,

and the direction of the evidentiary process.

Data on assault offenses recorded by the Boalemo Resort Police indicate that such

cases remained prominent during the 2022–2024 period. According to the data presented

in this study, 57 assault cases were recorded in 2022, 56 cases in 2023, and the number

increased to 94 cases in 2024. This increase demonstrates that assault is not merely a

matter of individual conflict but also constitutes a law enforcement issue requiring the

consistent application of criminal law norms. However, these data should not be

presented solely as crime statistics. They must also be used to explain how assault cases

are processed, how investigators determine the applicable criminal provisions, and how

legal facts are aligned with the elements stipulated in the Indonesian Criminal Code.

The application of the Indonesian Criminal Code to assault cases must also take into

account the principle of legality. Because the cases analyzed in this study occurred during

the 2022–2024 period, the primary legal basis used is the Indonesian Criminal Code in

force during that period. The provisions of Law Number 1 of 2023 concerning the

Criminal Code cannot be directly positioned as the legal basis applicable to cases

occurring during that period; rather, they may only be used as a normative point of

comparison for examining the direction of national criminal law reform. This distinction

is important to prevent the analysis from conflating the applicable legal framework with

statutory provisions that had not yet become effective at the time the offenses occurred.

Accordingly, discussion of the new Criminal Code may still be included, provided that it is

carefully presented as a comparative framework rather than as the primary legal basis

for law enforcement action.
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In the practice of case handling by the police, the element of intent constitutes an

important aspect in determining whether an assault offense has occurred.8 Intent may be

assessed from the perpetrator’s actions, the target of the conduct, the instrument used,

the intensity of the attack, and the consequences suffered by the victim.9 Factors such as

emotional distress, the influence of alcohol, or spontaneous conflict may explain the

circumstances underlying the conduct, but they do not in themselves eliminate the

perpetrator’s criminal liability.10 These factors are more appropriately positioned as an

empirical context for understanding the motive and circumstances surrounding the case,

while the determination of the criminal offense must remain based on the fulfillment of

the statutory elements under the Indonesian Criminal Code.

In addition to the elements of conduct and intent, the consequences suffered by the

victim also constitute an important basis for determining the applicable criminal

provisions.11 Minor injuries, serious bodily injuries, or more severe consequences must

be established through the victim’s testimony, witness statements, and medical evidence

such as a visum et repertum.12 In this context, the application of the Indonesian Criminal

Code cannot be separated from the evidentiary process during the investigation stage.13

If the resulting consequences are not adequately established, the determination of the

applicable criminal provisionsmay give rise to issues of legal certainty for both the victim

and the perpetrator. Therefore, the accuracy of determining the applicable provisions

must always be connected to the quality of the evidence and the completeness of the case

file.

Accordingly, the application of the Indonesian Criminal Code to assault offenses in

Boalemo Regency must be understood as a process requiring conformity among legal
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norms, case facts, evidence, and case-handling procedures. Crime data and field

interviews in this study serve to demonstrate the empirical context in which the offenses

occurred, while the legal analysis remains focused on how the provisions of the

Indonesian Criminal Code are properly applied. Careful determination of the classification

of assault, clear differentiation of the applicable legal basis, and proper alignment

between legal facts and statutory elements constitute essential requirements to ensure

that law enforcement is not merely repressive but also guarantees legal certainty.

2. Legal Certainty in the Handling of Assault Offenses by the Boalemo Resort

Police

Legal certainty in the handling of assault offenses is determined not only by the

existence of criminal provisions in the Indonesian Criminal Code but also by the

consistency of law enforcement officers in applying those provisions at every stage of the

case.14 In the context of assault cases handled by the BoalemoResort Police, legal certainty

must be examined through the process of receiving reports, conducting preliminary

examinations, collecting evidence, determining the applicable criminal provisions,

protecting victims,15 determining the legal status of the alleged perpetrator, and

transferring case files to the public prosecutor.16 Each of these stages must be carried out

in accordance with clear legal procedures to ensure that victims receive protection,

perpetrators are processed in accordance with their conduct, and the public is assured

that the law is applied objectively.

At the initial stage, legal certainty begins with the receipt of reports or complaints

from members of the public. Reports concerning alleged acts of assault must be followed

up through preliminary examinations of the victim, the reporting party, and witnesses

with knowledge of the incident.17 At this stage, police officers must ensure that the

reported incident contains the elements of a criminal offense and is not merely an
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ordinary social conflict that has not yet fulfilled the elements of a crime.18However, where

there are indications of physical violence, injury, pain, or other provable consequences,

the police are obligated to process the case through the criminal justice system.19

Accordingly, legal certainty does not merely mean the existence of legal rules but also

requires a clear and measurable response from law enforcement authorities that does

not disregard the rights of victims.20

Legal certainty is also determined by the quality of the evidence. In assault cases,

evidence plays an important role in establishing the consistency among the incident, the

perpetrator’s conduct, and the consequences suffered by the victim. Witness

examinations, statements from the victim, statements from the reported party, medical

evidence, and a visum et repertum provide the basis for investigators to determine the

appropriate criminal provisions. If the victim’s injuries are not adequately substantiated,

the application of the relevant provisionsmay become legally weak and potentially create

legal uncertainty. Conversely, when evidence is collected comprehensively and analyzed

in accordance with the statutory elements, the law enforcement process becomes more

accountable.

The determination of the applicable criminal provisions constitutes one of the

critical points in realizing legal certainty. Investigators cannotmerely state that an assault

has occurred but must determine whether the conduct falls within the category of

ordinary assault, assault resulting in serious bodily injury, or another form of assault

based on the established legal facts. This determination must be based on the element of

intent, the nature of the act, the resulting consequences, and the causal relationship

between the perpetrator’s conduct and the victim’s injuries. An error in determining the

applicable provisions may disadvantage the victim if the perpetrator’s conduct is not

assessed in accordance with its consequences or, conversely, may disadvantage the

perpetrator if the provisions applied exceed the legal facts that can be established through

evidence.

In this study, factors such as alcohol consumption, emotional conditions, education,

economic circumstances, and the social environment may be used to explain the

background of assault offenses in Boalemo Regency. However, these factors should not
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shift the focus of the analysis away from the legal issues. The influence of alcohol or

emotional distress, for example, may explain why a conflict escalated into physical

violence, but criminal liability must still be assessed on the basis of whether the elements

of the offense under the Indonesian Criminal Code have been fulfilled. Accordingly,

criminological factors serve as an empirical context, while the primary standards for law

enforcement remain criminal law norms, evidence, and legal procedures.

The preemptive and preventive measures undertaken by the Boalemo Resort Police

remain relevant within the framework of legal certainty, provided that they are

positioned as part of public protection and the prevention of recurring criminal offenses.

Legal awareness programs, community guidance, patrols in high-risk areas, enforcement

operations against illegal alcoholic beverages, and early conflict mediation may help

reduce the likelihood of assault. However, such measures cannot replace the obligation

to enforce the law when an act has fulfilled the elements of a criminal offense. Thus,

preemptive and preventive approaches must be distinguished from the formal resolution

of criminal cases to avoid ambiguity between social prevention and formal legal

proceedings.

The repressive measures undertaken by the Boalemo Resort Police are the aspect

most directly related to legal certainty. Once an assault offense has occurred, the police

must ensure that the report is processed, evidence is collected, the perpetrator is

examined, the victim receives protection, and the case proceeds in accordance with the

applicable procedures. Repressive action should not be understood solely as enforcement

against the perpetrator but also as a manifestation of the state’s presence in protecting

victims’ rights and maintaining public order. Through prompt, transparent, and legally

grounded case handling, the public can see that acts of violence are neither ignored nor

resolved arbitrarily.

In the context of police discretion, legal certainty requires clear boundaries between

the authority of law enforcement officers and the protection of individual rights. The

police possess a certain degree of discretion in assessing situations, determining case-

handling priorities, or selecting the initial measures to respond to conflicts within the

community. However, such discretion must not be used to disregard cases that have

fulfilled the elements of a criminal offense or to divert their resolution without an

adequate legal basis. Police discretion must be exercised proportionately, transparently,

and within the framework of criminal procedural law. Accordingly, legal certainty can be
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maintained because police actions do not depend solely on the subjective judgment of

individual officers.

Victim protection also constitutes an important indicator of the realization of legal

certainty. Victims of assault require not only legal proceedings against the perpetrator

but also access to medical examinations, information regarding the progress of the case,

and treatment that does not impose additional psychological burdens. In this regard, the

police must ensure that victims are not treated merely as sources of information but as

parties whose rights must be protected. Appropriate treatment of victims will strengthen

public confidence in the legal process and encourage victims and members of the public

not to hesitate to report criminal offenses.

Based on the foregoing discussion, legal certainty in the enforcement of laws

concerning assault offenses by the Boalemo Resort Police is realized through consistency

among legal norms, facts, evidence, and procedures. The application of the Indonesian

Criminal Code must be based on proven statutory elements, while the case-handling

process must be conducted transparently and accountably. Preemptive and preventive

measures remain important as crime-prevention strategies, but formal law enforcement

remains the primary basis for action once conduct has fulfilled the elements of a criminal

offense. Accordingly, the handling of assault offenses in Boalemo Regency is directed not

only toward punishing perpetrators but also toward protecting victims, preventing

recurring violence, and strengthening public confidence in the legal system.

C. CONCLUSION

Law enforcement regarding assault offenses in Boalemo Regency emphasizes

careful application of the Indonesian Criminal Code, considering conduct classification,

intent, consequences, evidence, and the victim's suffering. The study focuses on cases

from 2022 to 2024, using the prevailing Criminal Code, while comparing it with Law

Number 1 of 2023 as a reform benchmark. Accurate application of criminal provisions is

crucial for accountability and alignment with legal norms. The Boalemo Resort Police

ensure legal certainty through consistent procedures, from report reception to case file

transfer, alongside preemptive measures like legal awareness programs and patrols.

Effective handling of assault cases demands thorough adherence to legal processes,

transparency, controlled police discretion, and enhanced public legal education for

balanced victim protection and crime prevention.
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